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WELCOME TO OUR

UNIFIER
ISSUE 1
Dear Readers,
I am thrilled to welcome you to the inaugural issue
of The Unifier Magazine. This publication
encapsulates the spirit of optimism and unity
pulsating through the heart of Sierra Leone. As we
embark on this literary journey together, we aim to
bring you stories that inspire, inform, and, above
all, instill a sense of hope for the future.

In our cover story, we delve into the profound
theme of optimism. Sierra Leone, a nation with a
history of resilience, is witnessing a transformative
movement—the Unifier Movement. In this issue,
we explore how optimism serves as the driving
force behind this movement, fostering unity,
empowering communities, and building a legacy of
hope at a time of increasing political polarization,
hardship and poverty.

Within these pages, you will encounter narratives
that illuminate the indomitable spirit of Sierra
Leoneans. From community initiatives that
embody the ethos of optimism to the voices of 

ethical leaders shaping a brighter future, our
stories celebrate the strength found in unity and
positive thinking.

As the editor of The Unifier Magazine, my hope is
that this publication becomes a source of
inspiration and a platform for dialogue. We invite
you to engage with the stories, share your
perspectives, and become a part of the narrative of
optimism that is unfolding in Sierra Leone.

Thank you for joining us on this exciting journey.
Here's to a future filled with unity, hope, and the
unwavering belief that together, we can create
positive change.

Warm regards,

Optimism becomes a mindset that propels us as Sierra
Leoneans to seek innovative solutions, foster economic
resilience and strive for sustainable development.

Editor

Albert Mackoty
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In the unfortunate incident on Sunday, November 26, 2023, The Unifier
Team stands in solidarity with the people of Sierra Leone amidst the recent
unrest in Freetown. We unequivocally condemn all forms of violence and
urge for calm and restraint during these challenging times.
Our fervent hope is that cooler heads will prevail and authorities will
conduct a thorough and impartial investigation. We emphasize the
importance of ensuring that no individual is wrongfully victimized and that
justice is served fairly.

In these critical moments, we implore all citizens to unite and prioritize the
well-being of our nation. Let us not allow this occurrence to undermine the
ongoing tripartite progress that we have collectively worked towards. Now,
more than ever is the time for unity, understanding, and collaboration.

Together, as a resilient nation, let us channel our collective efforts towards
peace and progress. In the face of adversity, may we emerge stronger and
more united than ever before.

STATEMENT FROM THE UNIFIER MAGAZINE
ON THE RECENT UNREST IN FREETOWN:

THE UNIFIER MAGAZINE



Investing in Agriculture:
Sierra Leone's agricultural
sector is central to its
economy. Investing in
modern farming techniques,
irrigation systems, and
sustainable land
management practices can
increase crop yields and
improve food production.
Promoting Crop Diversity:
Encouraging a diverse range
of crops can help ensure
food security and safeguard
against crop failure. 

However, feeding a nation with
unique socio-economic and
geographical characteristics like
Sierra Leone requires a
comprehensive approach that
balances agricultural
productivity, food security, and
sustainable practices. To help
the president, the Unifier
believes the following strategies
can contribute to addressing
Sierra Leone's food needs:

1.

2.

Sierra Leone is one of the
poorest countries in the world,
with a poverty rate of 59.2% in
2021, according to the United
Nations Development
Programme's
(UNDP)Multidimensional
Poverty Index 2023. This
means that nearly six out of ten
people in Sierra Leone live
below the national poverty line.

Hunger and poverty are
inextricably linked. Hunger is a
major cause of poverty, and
poverty is a major cause of
hunger.

President Julius Maada Bio,
president of Sierra Leone,
recently announced his FEED
SALONE programme at the
2023 World Food Day
celebration. He called on Sierra
Leoneans to join him in
achieving food security and
sovereignty as a priority for the
next five years.
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Emphasizing indigenous crops
and supporting farmers in
cultivating a variety of
nutritious foods can contribute
to a balanced and sustainable
diet for the population.
Improving Infrastructure:
Enhancing transportation
networks and storage facilities
can help reduce post-harvest
losses and ensure food reaches
communities efficiently. This
can also enable farmers to access
markets more easily, thereby
improving their livelihoods.

FEED THE NATION
HOW TO 

By The Unifier Magazine

3.

IDEAS



Educating Farmers: Providing
training and education to
farmers on modern agricultural
practices, including efficient
water usage, soil conservation,
and pest management, can
enhance productivity and
sustainability.
Supporting Smallholder Farmers:
Smallholder farmers play a
critical role in the food system of
Sierra Leone. Providing them
with access to affordable credit,
quality seeds, and technical
assistance can significantly
improve their production
capacity and livelihoods.
Addressing Malnutrition:
Tackling malnutrition requires
comprehensive programs that
promote nutrition education, 

especially for women and
children, and provide access to
affordable and diverse food
options. This can involve
initiatives such as food
fortification, nutrition
supplementation, and
community-based education
on balanced diets.
Ensuring Policy Support:
Formulating and implementing
policies that prioritize food
security, land rights, and
sustainable agriculture is
crucial. These policies should
be inclusive, transparent, and
responsive to the needs of
farmers and the overall
population.
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4.

5.

6.

Conserving Natural Resources:
Protecting Sierra Leone's
natural resources, including its
forests and water bodies, is
essential for maintaining a
healthy and sustainable
environment. Implementing
sustainable practices that
balance agricultural
development with
environmental conservation is
key to long-term food security.

7.

8.

By adopting these strategies,
Sierra Leone can enhance its food
production, ensure food
accessibility, and promote a
healthy and sustainable food
system for its population, thereby
contributing to the overall well-
being and development of the
nation.



C I J A Y  C A K E S

E X P R E S S  Y O U R S E L F   

C I J A Y  C A K E S

E X P R E S S  Y O U R S E L F   

Celebrate every moment with our varieties of freshly baked
and great-quality cakes.

078-385-684  or  075-003-192cijaycakes.com

Cup Cakes
Regular

Cup Cakes
Premium

Wedding
Cakes

Character
Cakes

Special
Cakes

Say It With

CiJay Cakes Deliciouscakes for everyoccasion

Call To Order

LE 10,000 LE 12,000

Chin-Chin
LE 20,000

tel:+23278-385-684
tel:+23275-003-192
https://cijaycakes.com/


Sierra Leone, a small
West African nation, is
grappling with the
pervasive issue of
poverty.

Limited access to education
and healthcare: Poverty
often limits access to quality
education and healthcare,
perpetuating a cycle of
deprivation. Without
adequate education and
healthcare, individuals
struggle to break free from
poverty's grip.

Despite its rich natural resources
and cultural heritage, the
country remains one of the
poorest in the world, with over
60% of its population living
below the national poverty line.
This entrenched poverty poses a
significant challenge to Sierra
Leone's development aspirations
and the well-being of its citizens.

By The Unifier Magazine

POVERTY 
A Pressing Issue in
Sierra Leone
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ISSUES

The Multifaceted Causes
of Poverty

Limited economic
opportunities: Sierra Leone's
economy is largely
dependent on agriculture

The roots of poverty in Sierra
Leone are deeply intertwined
with a complex web of factors,
including: 

 and mining, sectors
characterized by low
productivity and limited
employment opportunities.
This lack of diverse and
sustainable economic avenues
traps many Sierra Leoneans
in a cycle of poverty.

Inefficient infrastructure:
Sierra Leone's
infrastructure, including
roads, electricity, and
sanitation, is severely
underdeveloped. This
hinders access to essential
services, markets, and
employment opportunities,
exacerbating poverty.

Corruption: Corruption is
rampant in Sierra Leone,
diverting resources away
from essential social and
economic programs. This
systemic misallocation of
funds perpetuates poverty
and hinders development
efforts.

The Devastating Impact
of Poverty

Health: Poverty is closely
linked to poor health
outcomes in Sierra Leone.
Malnutrition, a direct
consequence of poverty, is
widespread, leading to
stunting, wasting, and
increased susceptibility to
diseases.

Poverty casts a long shadow
over Sierra Leone, affecting
various aspects of life:



Poverty is not an
accident. It is man-
made and it can be
overcome. If we showed
the same care for the
world's poor as we do
the rich, we could solve
poverty.
 – Nelson Mandela 

Combating corruption:
Strengthening institutions
and fostering transparency
are key to curbing
corruption. This involves
empowering anti-corruption
agencies, promoting public
participation, and ensuring
accountability.

Investing in education and
healthcare: Expanding
access to quality education
and healthcare is vital to
breaking the cycle of
poverty. This means
increasing funding for
schools and healthcare
facilities, training teachers
and healthcare workers, and
promoting community
health education.
Social protection programs:
Implementing social
protection programs, such
as cash transfers and food
assistance, can provide
immediate relief to the
poorest households and help
them meet their basic needs.

Education: Poverty often
hinders access to education,
trapping individuals in a
cycle of low skills and
limited employment
opportunities. This lack of
education perpetuates
poverty across generations.
Social cohesion: Poverty can
strain social cohesion,
fostering resentment and
fueling conflict. The
disparity between the rich
and the poor can lead to
social unrest and hinder
collective efforts towards
development.
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So, how do we address
this poverty issue in
Sierra Leone?

Economic diversification:
Diversifying the economy
beyond agriculture and
mining is crucial to creating
sustainable employment
opportunities. This could
involve promoting
manufacturing, tourism, and
the development of the
informal sector.

The great Nelson Mandela  once
said, poverty is not an accident.
It is man-made and it can be
overcome. If we showed the
same care for the world's poor as
we do the rich, we could solve
poverty. Tackling poverty in
Sierra Leone requires a multi-
pronged approach that
addresses its underlying causes:

Infrastructure development:
Investing in infrastructure,
including roads, electricity,
and sanitation, is essential to
connect rural communities
to markets, services, and
employment opportunities.
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encapsulate this Sierra Leonean
spirit of optimism, Dr. Richard
Konteh. Dr. Konteh describes
himself as an ordinary Sierra
Leonean determined to help his
fellow Sierra Leoneans in diverse
ways as a local businessman,
teacher, professor, community
organizer, and politician.

In his life journey, Dr. Konteh
has encountered insurmountable
obstacles, trials and difficulties
that will break any faint-hearted
person. Nevertheless, he defines
his positive outlook on life and
Sierra Leone in the context of
the following:

Political Polarization: 
"Political divisions often cast a
shadow over nations, and Sierra
Leone is no exception. The
political saga we see with the
APC Party and the SLPP Party
is not unique to Sierra Leone.
However, amid differing
ideologies and perspectives, 

In times of increasing political
polarization, economic
hardship, and persistent
poverty, the spirit of optimism
becomes a beacon of hope for
the resilient people of Sierra
Leone. The nation, known for
its ability to rise from
adversity, is embracing
optimism as a transformative
force that transcends the
challenges it faces.

Earlier in November this year, we
sat down with one person that 
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THE OPTIMIST
DR. RICHARD KONTEH’S HOPE FOR A

BRIGHTER SIERRA LEONE 
By The Unifier Magazine

I see a collective desire for unity
emerging. I have visited
communities all over this
country, and I have seen the
optimism pulsating through the
hearts of Sierra Leoneans
become a unifying force,
bridging gaps and fostering
dialogue in the pursuit of shared
goals. This is why I created the
Unifier Campaign. The Unifier
Campaign is more than a
political movement. Our mission
is to empower and unite
communities across Sierra
Leone through ethical
leadership, inclusive governance,
and sustainable development
initiatives, fostering a
prosperous and harmonious
nation for present and future
generations."

Economic Hardship and Poverty:
"The harsh reality of economic
hardship and persistent poverty
is very daunting. 

Dr. Richard Konteh at a community
event in Rogbin village

PEOPLE



I have seen the youth of
Sierra Leone embracing
optimism as a tool for
empowerment. I have
heard and seen stories
of optimism-fueled
community initiatives
emerging across Sierra
Leone.

There is no end in sight to our
economic problems. Every
Sierra Leonean is looking for
real solutions to this poverty.
However, the Sierra Leonean
spirit is one that refuses to be
defined by circumstances. In this
context, optimism becomes a
mindset that propels us as Sierra
Leoneans  to seek innovative
solutions, foster economic
resilience and strive for
sustainable development."

Youth Empowerment and
Community Initiatives:
"Amidst the challenges we face
every day, I have seen the youth
of Sierra Leone embracing
optimism as a tool for
empowerment. I have heard and
seen stories of optimism-fueled
community initiatives emerging
across Sierra Leone. From
grassroots efforts to empower
entrepreneurship and civic
engagement to educational and
health programs that provide a
glimmer of hope for the youth,
young Sierra Leoneans are
contributing to a narrative of
optimism that challenges the 

When channelled effectively,
optimism becomes a catalyst for
change. It inspires ethical
leadership, encourages
collaborative efforts, and instills
a sense of responsibility toward
one another.

In Sierra Leone, leaders like Dr.
Konteh, who embody optimism,
are steering the nation toward a
future where political
polarization gives way to
inclusive governance and
poverty becomes a relic of the
past. 

The Unifier's story of Sierra
Leone is one of hope. This story
speaks to the enduring spirit of
its people and their unwavering
belief that, even in challenging
times, optimism is the key to a
brighter future.

status quo and envisions a
brighter future for their nation.
These initiatives showcase the
transformative power of positive
thinking in creating tangible
change. I'm encouraging every
Sierra Leonean at home and
abroad to focus on these
grassroots efforts and not rely
on a rescue from this
government."
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Dr. Richard Konteh engages community members
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The internet has
emerged as a
transformative force in
the digital age,
reshaping economies
and societies worldwide.
However, in Sierra
Leone, access to high-
speed internet is a
luxury commodity. 

By The Unifier Magazine

BRIDGING THE DIVIDE: 
Internet Access as a Catalyst for
Economic Development in Sierra Leone
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MORE ISSUES

Imagine a small group of
geniuses on a desolate island as
a mental exercise. Modern
standards of affluence and
comfort were beyond their
reach, even with the greatest of
intentions and regulations. To
obtain all the things that the
ordinary person is accustomed
to eating on a regular basis, they
would need to be linked to
international supply networks.
Billions of people must
coordinate and cooperate for
modern prosperity to exist. 

Education Unleashed:
Unlocking the Power of
Knowledge

Even with the most intelligent
individuals on the planet, a
small, remote community could
not become wealthy by today's
standards.

The restrictions that this made-
up island civilization faces also
apply to Sierra Leoneans.
People will continue to be
impoverished, while there are
few options for exchange.
Having reliable, high-speed
internet access helps
communities around Sierra
Leone get over their isolation.
Local governments and
individuals can access global
markets and profit from the
related advantages.

The Digital Divide: A
Barrier to Progress
Sierra Leone's digital divide—a
gap between those with access to
information and communication
technologies and those without,
is destructive. In the pursuit of 

economic growth, this digital
gap has far-reaching
implications, hindering progress
in education, healthcare, and
commerce.

Accessible, high-speed internet is
a gateway to knowledge, and in
Sierra Leone, where education is
a cornerstone of progress,
bridging the digital divide is
paramount. The internet
empowers students with a
wealth of educational resources,
providing a level playing field
and opening doors to global
learning opportunities. From e-
learning platforms to online
research, the Internet enriches
educational experiences and
cultivates a skilled, globally
competitive workforce.



Internet access is not a
luxury but a
fundamental right that
can propel the nation
toward a more
prosperous and
equitable future. 
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E-Commerce and
Entrepreneurship:
Fostering Economic
Resilience

In the digital marketplace,
borders dissolve, and
opportunities abound. Robust
internet access accelerates
entrepreneurship, allowing small
businesses to reach a global
audience. Sierra Leone's
entrepreneurs, armed with
connectivity, can tap into e-
commerce platforms, access
financial services online, and
foster innovation. From
agricultural ventures to tech
startups, the Internet provides a
platform for economic
diversification and resilience.

Telemedicine:
Revolutionizing
Healthcare Delivery

Healthcare, a cornerstone of
national development, stands to
gain immensely from improved
internet access. Telemedicine,
powered by a reliable internet
connection, transcends
geographical barriers, offering
remote consultations, medical
information exchange, and
access to critical health services.
In a nation striving for improved
healthcare outcomes, internet-
enabled telemedicine emerges as
a powerful tool for enhancing
the delivery of medical services.

Connectivity as a
Catalyst for Social
Inclusion
Internet access is not merely an
economic tool but a catalyst for
social inclusion. It facilitates
communication, connects
communities, and empowers
marginalized groups. Through
social media and online
platforms, Sierra Leoneans can
engage in civic discourse, share
diverse perspectives, and
participate in the democratic
process, fostering an inclusive
and informed society.

Infrastructure
Investment: Paving the
Way Forward

To unlock the full potential of
the internet as an engine for
economic development, strategic
infrastructure investment is
imperative. This includes
expanding broadband networks,
ensuring affordability, and
promoting digital literacy.
Collaborative efforts between
the government, private sector,
and international partners can
pave the way for a connected
Sierra Leone, where the benefits
of the digital revolution are
accessible to all.

In Sierra Leone, the journey
towards economic development
is intrinsically tied to the
nation's connectivity. Internet
access is not a luxury but a
fundamental right that can
propel the nation toward a more
prosperous and equitable future.

Investing in building a
connected society is not merely
investing in technology; it is
investing in the potential of our
people and the promise of a
digitally empowered nation. 

Cheers to a Connected
Future
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By Albert Mackoty

This Christmas season, come to
Rogbin village with me. 
Drive past Makeni City. Make a
left turn at Madina village (the
late former Hon. Thaimu
Bangura's village). Drive straight
through the narrow, rough two-
mile road, up and down the hill.
As you descend the red hill, you
will be greeted by the lush
tropical greenery and the
rhythmic lull of the African
drums of this quaint village of
Rogbin in Karene District on
the foothills of Ro-thompraka. 

In Rogbin, amidst the vibrant
tapestry of village life, the spirit
of Christmas always unfolds in a
way that transcends the material
trappings of the season,  
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Harmony Behind the Hills:
A Sierra Leonean Village Christmas Tale

The WCSL Primary School in Rogbin village

The children scamper through
the streets, their laughter
echoing through the air, their
eyes sparkling with the thrill of
the impending holiday.

Amidst the flurry of
preparations, which often starts
on December 20th, he true
essence of Christmas emerges,
not in the abundance of gifts or
the extravagance of celebrations,
but in the simple acts of
kindness and generosity that
permeate the village. The spirit
of humanity, the profound sense
of interconnectedness that binds
humanity together, finds its
fullest expression in Rogbin
village during this time of year.

 revealing its true essence – a
celebration of love, compassion,
and the indomitable spirit of the
human heart.

I recollected as a young boy
back in the 1980s when Sierra
Leone was, as we used to say,
"sweet." As the festive season
approaches, the village
transforms into a kaleidoscope
of joyous preparations, a
symphony of anticipation and
excitement. The women weave
intricate palm frond decorations,
their hands moving with
practiced grace, their faces
aglow with the anticipation of
the festivities to come. 



camaraderie, stories are
exchanged, songs are sung, and
the spirit of unity and
togetherness reigns supreme.

In the eyes of the villagers, the
true meaning of Christmas lies
not in the acquisition of material
possessions but in the richness of
human connection, the warmth
of shared experiences, and the
unwavering spirit of hope that
endures even in the face of
hardship.
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Jahman Bangura is a native of Rogbin village

The young men and women's
social club, "Kaborre Kan
Alangba," will organize nightly
skits. On Christmas Eve, the
village community center comes
alive with vibrant sounds of
thunder dancehall. The little
boys and girls who don't have
the money to pay the fare will
creep through the palm leaf
fence or jump over the makeshift
wall just to get into the action.

As the night deepens, those who
are not cut out for the disco
dancehall will gather around
crackling bonfires, whose warm
glow casts dancing shadows on
their faces. The rhythmic beat of
tribal drums fills the air, their
pulsating energy stirring the
hearts of all present. In the fire's
flickering light, the villagers
exchange gifts, not lavish
material possessions, but tokens
of appreciation and love,
handmade trinkets and heartfelt
expressions of affection.

On Christmas Day, the village
square comes alive with vibrant
cultural and traditional
performances- the Ojeh, the
Rimbo, etc. The day ends with
lavished feasts and communal
gatherings where villagers share
their meagre rations, ensuring
that everyone, regardless of their
means, partakes in the festivities.
Amidst the laughter and 

and a reminder that the truest
gifts of the season are not found
beneath the tree but within the
hearts of those around us.

So, if you are looking for a hide-
out but fun place to enjoy your
Christmas this year, check out
Rogbin Village.

Cheers to all those celebrating
Christmas for what Christmas is
truly about.

Merry Christmas to you! 
Merry Christmas to all my people
in Rogbin village!

Do you have childhood story or
any inspiring story you want to
share?  Email your story to:
info@unifiermagazine.com

Their Christmas is a testament
to the resilience of the human
spirit, a celebration of the
unbreakable bonds that unite
them, 

The true meaning of Christmas lies not
in the acquisition of material

possessions but in the richness of
human connection, the warmth of

shared experiences, and the
unwavering spirit of hope that endures

even in the face of hardship.

WE WISH YOU & YOUR LOVED ONES A VERY

mailto:info@unifiermagazine.com
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UNWIND TO REVITALIZE
1 Kamara Drive

Freetown, Hill Station
Phone: +232-74-337-400

 Email: hello@sierraguesthouse.com; Website: sierraguesthouse.com

VISITING FREETOWN?
Check out

tel:+23274337400
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to Bring Hope, Help, and
Healing to Humanity in Sierra
Leone. Through various
programs and services,
SLMDInc works tirelessly to
empower individuals and
communities, fostering a
brighter future for all Sierra
Leoneans.

Agriculture: SLMDInc
recognizes the importance of
agriculture in food security
and economic development.
They provide training and
resources to farmers,
empowering them to
improve their yields and
income.

By The Unifier Magazine
Photography by SLMDInc

Sierra Leone Missions and
Development, Inc. (SLMDInc)
was founded in 2003 by Mr.
Osman Megeh Kamara. Mr.
Kamara is a visionary,
missionary, servant leader,
minister, youth program
specialist, trainer, coach, public
speaker and former Candidate
for the Pennsylvania State
Representative.

SLMDInc is a non-profit
organization with a noble
mission: 
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Bringing Hope, Help, and Healing
to Humanity:

NOTEWORTHY 

Sierra Leone Missions and Development, Inc.

SLMDInc is founded by Mr. Osman Megeh Kamara, in the middle on this photo with his medical
mission team who visited Sierra Leone.

A Multifaceted Approach to
Addressing Critical Needs

SLMDInc tackles the challenges
faced by Sierra Leoneans
through a comprehensive
approach that focuses on
various key areas:

Education: Education is
fundamental to individual
and societal progress.
SLMDInc supports
educational initiatives by
providing scholarships,
building schools, and
supplying essential learning
materials.



Supporting over 160
elementary school children
and teachers.
Conducting and facilitating
two leadership training
workshops serving over 200
youths annually.
Providing agricultural
training and resources to
hundreds of farmers.
Organizing medical missions
that have delivered
healthcare services to
thousands of individuals.
Offering emergency
assistance and support to
communities affected by
disasters.

Impactful Achievements
Since its inception, SLMDInc
has made a significant positive
impact in Sierra Leone. Some of
their notable achievements
include:

Donate financially to
support their programs and
services.
Volunteer your time and
skills.
Sponsor a child or family.
Spread awareness about
SLMDInc's mission and
work.

How You Can Get Involved?
SLMDInc relies on the
generosity and support of
individuals and organizations to
continue its vital work. There
are several ways you can get
involved:

Together, we can make a
difference in the lives of people
in Sierra Leone. By supporting
SLMDInc, you can help bring
hope, help, and healing to those
who need it most.

Leadership Training:
Investing in the next
generation is crucial for
building a sustainable
future. SLMDInc equips
young people with
leadership skills and
empowers them to become
agents of change in their
communities.
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Healthcare Missions:
Ensuring access to quality
healthcare is vital for well-
being. SLMDInc organizes
medical missions, bringing
crucial medical services to
underserved communities.

Disaster Relief Programs:
Natural disasters can
devastate communities.
SLMDInc provides
emergency assistance and
helps people rebuild their
lives after disasters.

Visit SLMDInc's website to
learn more about their mission
and how you can get involved:
https://slmdinc.org/

Phone: +(232)79-333-364,  or +(232)88-622-531 (Sierra Leone); or +1(717)580-1125 (USA)
Email: info@slmdinc.org

https://slmdinc.org/
mailto:info@slmdinc.org
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